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SECOND AMENDED 
ORDER TO STAY AT HOME 

(SUPERCEDES PRIOR ORDERS) 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 418.108, Nueces County Judge Barbara Canales issued a 
Declaration of Local Disaster for Public Health Emergency on March 13, 2020, due to a novel coronavirus now designated 
SARS-Co V2 which causes the disease COVID-19; 

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, President Donald Trump acknowledged the gravity of the COVID-19 pandemic, releasing 
strict new guidelines to limit people's interactions, including that Americans should avoid groups of more than 10 people; 

WHEREAS, on March 18, 2020, the Nueces County Commissioners Court issued an Extension of Declaration of Local 
Disaster for Public Health Emergency that affirmed the activation of the Nueces County Emergency Management Plan and 
extends the Declaration of Local Disaster until rescinded by order of the Commissioners' Court; 

WHEREAS, the County Judge has issued several Orders since the extension of the Disaster Declaration under the authority 
of Section 418(g) of the Texas Government Code that authorizes the County Judge "to control ingress and egress to and from 
a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in the area", 

WHEREAS, the Governor ofTexas, Greg Abbott, has issued an Executive Order GA-15 related to hospital capacity during 
the COVID-19 disaster; 

WHEREAS, the Governor of Texas, Greg Abbott, has issued an Executive Order GA-16 related to strategic reopening of 
select services, extending social distancing, reaffirming declaration ofreligious services as essential services, closure of in 
person school classes for the remainder of the 2019-20 school year and other orders and recommendations; 

WHEREAS, the County's Stay At Home Order is amended to be consistent with the Governor's Executive Order(s) and 
· President's Guidelines and supersedes the previous Stay At Home Order; and 

WHEREAS, the on-going evaluation of circumstances related to the coronavirus and the updated recommendation of the 
Centers for Disease Control and the Texas Department of State Health Services warrant further Order. 

NOW THEREFORE, UNDER THE AUTHORITY, OF TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 418.108, 
NUECES COUNTY JUDGE ORDERS: 

I. Effective as of 11 :59 p.m. on April 21, 2020, and continuing until I I :59 p.m. on April 30, 2020: 
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(a) All individuals currently living within Nueces County are ordered to stay at home at their place of 
residence. For the P!'rposes of this Order, residences include homes, condominiums, townhomes, 
apartments, duplexes, hotels, motels, shared rentals, recreational vehicles, motor homes, and similar 
facilities. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces, they must always as reasonable as 
possible maintain social distancing of at least six (6) feet from any other person when they are outside their 
residence. All persons may leave their residences or enter or leave the territorial limits of this County only 
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for Essential Activities, or to provide or perform Essential Governmental Functions, or to operate Essential 
Businesses, or Reopened Services, all as defined in Section 2. 

(b) All business operating within Nueces County, except Essential Businesses as defined below in Section 2, 
and Reopened Services, as set out below and only to extent allowed below, are required to cease all 
activities at facilities located within Nueces County. Reopened Services are retail services as described in 
Texas Governor Executive Order GA-16 and future orders. Effective 12:01 a.m. on Friday, April 24, 2020 
retail services that are not "essential services" may operate to the extent that services are provided through 
pickup, delivery by mail, or delivery to the to the customer's doorstep in strict compliance with the terms 
required by DSHS. The DSHS requirements may be found at www.dshs.texas.gov/corornavirus. For 

- _2Iarity, businesses may continue ORe~ations consisting exclusively of_eµiploye~s or e:gntra~tors performing._ 
'activities at their own residences (i.e. working from home). To the greatest extent possible, all Essential 
Businesses shall comply with the Social Distancing Guidelines attached as Exhibit "A" and incorporated in 
its entirety, including maintaining six (6) feet social distancing for both employees and the general public. 

( c) All public or private gatherings of any number of people occurring outside a single household or living unit 
are prohibited, except as otherwise provided herein. Nothing in this Order prohibits the gathering of 
members of a household or living unit. 

(d) Restaurants with or without drive-in or drive-through services and microbreweries, and micro-distilleries 
may only provide take out, delivery, or drive-through services in such manner consistent with Texas 
Governor Greg Abbott's waiver. 

(e) The Governor, County Judge, and Mayor all recognize that religious and worship services conducted in 
churches, congregations, and houses of worship are considered Essential Services. Pursuant to Governor's 
Order all "services should be provided through remote telework from home unless they are essential 
services that cannot be provided through remote telework. Ifreligious services cannot be conducted from 
home or through remote services, they should be conducted consistent with the Guidelines from the 
President and CDC by practicing good hygiene, environmental deimliness, and sanitation, and by 
implementing social distancing to prevent the spread of COVID-l 9". 

(t) All elective medical, surgical, and dental procedures are prohibited anywhere in Nueces County, except as 
otherwise permitted under Texas Governor Executive Order GA-15. _Hospitals, ambulatory surgery centers, 
dental offices, and other medical facilities are directed to identify procedures that are deemed "Elective" by 
assessing which procedures can be postponed or cancelled based on patient risk considering the emergency 
need for redirection of resources to COVID-19 response. Governor Executive Order GA-15 provides that 
surgeries and procedures that are not medically necessary to diagnose or correct a serious medical condition 
of, or to preserve the life of, a patient who without timely performance of the surgery or procedure would be 
at risk for serious adverse medical consequences or death, as determined by the patient's physician should 
be postponed. However, this prohibition does not apply to the fo llowing: (1) any procedure that, if 
performed in accordance with the commonly accepted standard of clinical practice, would not deplete the 
hospital capacity or the person protective equipment needed to cope with the COVID-19 disaster; or (2) any 
surgery or procedure performed in a licensed health care facility that has certified in writing to the Texas 
Health and Human Services Commission both that it will reserve at least 25% of its hospital capacity for 
treatment of COVID-19 patients, accounting for the range of clinical severity of COVID-19 patients; and 
that will not request any personal protective equipment form any public source for the duration of the 
COVID-19 disaster. 

(g) In accordance with GA-16 Order people shall avoid eating or drinking at bars, restaurants, and food courts, 
or visiting gyms, massage establishments, tattoo studios, piercing studios or cosmetology salons, provided 
however that the use of drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options for food and drinks is allowed. 



2. Definitions: 

a. For purposes of this Order, individuals may leave their residence only to perform any of the following 
"Essential Activities": 

..... · i.To engage in activities or perform tashessential to theirhealthcand safety, or to the·health·and,safety,oHheir-•- """'7 __ , 

family or household members (for example, obtaining medical supplies or medication, visiting a health care 
professional, or obtaining supplies needed to work from home). 
ii. To obtain necessary services or supplies for themselves and their family or household members, or to deliver 
those services or supplies to others (for example, food, pet supply, and any other household consumer products, 
and products necessary to maintain the safety, sanitation, and essential operation ofresidences.) 

",-~·•--·,= iii.-J'-0·engagr;:ir.~utdof-5!1CgY.il":f;-pro}'i,:le<ttl)~ individna!!!:§llll'Ilply.w,i!l, J:hosJ'1Eia! distancil'.g,rQ~~"!'t:;\'<-:,nf,Df:§oy{-=,,'. ~:,. .· 
(6) . .feet (for example, walking, biking, hiking, fishing, running, boating, wading, hunting, or surfmg). All 
beaches within the geographic boundaries ofNueces County are open for regular hours of operation but with an 
8 p.m. curfew, although access to such beaches may be monitored and/or limited to assure that no vehicles park 
within one hundred (100) feet of another vehicle. All city and county public parks within the geographic 
boundaries of Nueces County are open for regular hours of operation. 
iv. To perform work providing essential products and services at an Essential Business or to otherwise carry out 
activities specifically permitted in this Order. 
v. To care for a family member(s) or a pet (or pets) in another household. 

b. For purposes of this Order, "Essential Businesses" means: 
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i. Essential Healthcare Operations. Healthcare operations, including hospitals, clinics, dentists, 
pharmacies, pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, other healthcare facilities, healthcare 
suppliers, mental health providers, substance abuse service providers, blood banks, medical 
research, laboratory services, physical therapy, Ronald McDonald house, or any related and/or 
ancillary healthcare services. Home-based and residential-based care for seniors, ·adults, or 
children are also considered healthcare operations. Healthcare operations also includes veterinary 
care·ana·an health and welfare services provided to aninials. This exemption shall be,viewed 
broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare. Healthcare operations do not include 
fitness and exercise gyms and similar facilities. Healthcare operations do not include elective 
medical, surgical, and dental procedures as established in accordance with Subsection 1 (f) of this 
Order. 

ii. Essential Government Functions. All services provided by local governments needed to ensure 
the continuing operation of the government agencies to provide for the health, safety and welfare of 
the public, including any local government entities that are required by law to furnish medical and 
hospital care for the indigent and needy persons residing in the County. Further, nothing in this 
order shall prohibit any· individual from performing or ·accessing "Essential Government 
Functions." All Essential Government Functions shall be performed in compliance with social 
distancing requirements of six (6) feet, to the extent possible. 

iii. Essential Critical Infrastrncture. Work necessary to the operations and maintenance of any of 
the sixteen (16) critical infrastructure sectors, including suppliers and distributors, as identified by 
the National Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Agency including the list by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) in its guidance on Essential Critical Infrastructure workforce, version 
2.0 or any subsequent version, (including, but not limited to the following sectors: chemical, 
commercial facilities, communications, critical manufacturing, dams, defense 
industrial base, emergency services, energy, fmancial services, food & agriculture, government 
facilities, healthcare & public health, information technology, nuclear reactors, materials & waste, 
transportation systems, water & wastewater systems), Port of Corpus Christi Authority ofNueces 
County, Texas' industries and related support businesses, NAS Corpus Christi, Corpus Christi' 
Army Depot, public works construction, residential and commercial construction, airport 
operations, water, sewer, gas, electrical, oil and gas industry, crude oil storage and transport 
facilities, refining processes, oil and gas/industry disposal facilities, roads and highways, public 
transportation, automobile repair, solid waste collection and removal, internet, and 
telecommunications systems (inclu<)ing the provision of essential global, national, and local 



infrastructure for computing services, business infrastructure, communications, and web-based 
services), financial institutions, bail bond sureties, defense and national security-related operations, 
warehouses, essential manufacturing operations, provided that they carry out those services or that 
work in compliance with social distancing requirement of six (6) feet, to the extent possible. 

··•--~=•'en"•~-'"··'' "lf . •~·""'·~•-Essential-Businesses providing.esseptial.infrastructure.should in_:iplementscreening p.xec~utions to.,,"', •. ,. --"· _, 
protect employees and all activity shall be performed in compliance with the Social Distancing 
Guidelines attached. Essential Businesses alsoinclude businesses that supply Essential Businesses 
with the services, support, storage, repairs, equipment or supplies necessary or useful to operate or 
function effectively. Essential Businesses also include airlines, taxis, and other private 
transportation providers providing transportation services necessary for Essential Activities and 
otherpurposes expressly authorized in this Order; 

'~--;,;, • :,,. :..a_"". ~c-• -,·, 7.y_. ·. -~~'ll;~3eift1uf:lt1itfr1l:'Food seJ'<i1re'pr&•1dtili.";'·iirel'fftlITi15-:g'fi3cezy's11it'es;' Warelious'e"Sfo1@,::t1rgclJmf"~"",: ·. . 

stores, bodegas, liquor stores, gas stations and convenience stores, farmers' markets that sell food 
products and household staples. Food cultivation, including farming, fishing, and livestock. 
Businesses that ship or deliver groceries, food, goods or services directly to residences. 
Restaurants and other facilities and conveyances that prepare and serve food, but only for delivery 
drive-thru, or carry out. Schools and other entities that typically provide free services to students or 
member of the public on a delivery or pick-up and take-away basis only. The restriction of delivery 
or carry out does not apply to cafes and restaurants located within hospital and medical facilities. 
Laundromats, dry cleaners, and laundry service providers. Gas-Stations, auto-supply, auto and 
bicycle repair, hardware stores, landscaping, and related facilities. Businesses that supply products 
needed for people to work from home. 

v. Providers of Basic Necessities to Economically Disadvantaged Populations. Business that 
provide food shelter, and social services, and other necessities of life for economically 
disadvantaged or otherwise needy individuals. 

vi. Essential Services Necessary to Maintain Essential Operations of Residences or Other 
Essential Businesses. Trash and recycling collection, processing and disposal, mail and shipping 
services, building cleaning, maintenance and security, warehouse/distribution and fulfillment, 
storage for essential businesses, funeral homes, crematoriums and cemeteries, hotels and motels, 
recreational., vehicles parks, and public 'storage facilities. Plumbers, electricians; roofers, 
exterminators, air conditioner repair, appliance repair, equipment repair, and other service 
providers who provide services that are necessary to maintaining the safety, sanitation, and 
essential operations of residences and Essential Businesses. Professional services, such as 
insurance, title, real estate, legal or accounting services when necessary to assist in compliance with 
"legally mandated, prohibited, or necessary activities, including the entry of contracts for Essential 
Businesses or support thereof. Automobile, large truck, and RV dealerships (sales and services 
centers) in support of transportation. Businesses that supply other essential businesses with support 
or supplies needed to operate. 

vii. News Media. Newspapers, television, radio, and other media services. 
viii. Childcare Services. Childcare facilities providing services that enable employees exempted in this 

Order to work as permitted. 
ix. Other Essential Services. Services as maybe outlined in Texas Governor Executive Order GA-16 

and any future Executive Order or proclamation and as maybe added upon request and approval by 
Texas Division of Emergency Management (TDEM). 

3. Any manufacturer who retools so that a substantial part of their business is for the purpose of manufacturing and 
producing personal protective equipment may apply for an "essential business" exemption under this Order. 
Application for exemption shall be made with the County Judge. 

4. Due to the public health emergency, the Office ofthe_Nueces County Judge hereby advises the Nueces County 
Justices of the Peace to suspend eviction hearing and writs of possession until at least May 30, 2020 prevent renters 
from being displaced, except as otherwise authorized by the Texas Supreme Court Order of March 
19, 2020. Moreover, as authorized by the issuing court the Office of the Nueces County Judge hereby advises the 
Nueces County Sheriff to suspend all extraditions until at least May 30, 2020 to further deter the spread of the virus. 

5. If someone in a household has tested positive for coronavirus, the household is ordered to isolate at home for a 
period of at least 14 days after the pers~n has tested negative for coronavirus or left the household or such longer 
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period as determined by the Health Department. Members of the household pannot go to work, school, or any other 
community function. 

6. Nursing homes, retirement, and long-term care facilities are instructed·bythis order to prohibit non-essential visitors 
from accessing their facilities unless to provide critical assistance or for end-of-life visitation. 

· •. • 1• • ~-'.7:'~-Alloitionally;the·Officeufthe'Nueces'eounty'.Judgearrd·the:Health Authority instructs alhmployees·to·remain·at•··,:««=,~'" 
home if sick, and to promptly communicate with an appropriate health care professional. 

8. This Order shall be effective at 11 :59 on April 21, 2020 and continues until 11 :59 p.m. on April 30, 2020, or until it 
is either rescinded, superseded, or amended pursuant to applicable law. ' 

9. The County of Nueces must promptly provide copies of this Order by posting on the Nueces County website and the 
Corpus Christi- Nueces County Health District website. In addition, the owner, manager, or operator of any facility 

. -~-efJ~.11-~t~l~~,/£'-~t-i1llJF~<j_l;i:)r,!hi~,9tf!erJs0s_trQnJ;_lk,~r..oair,J~rp.j,'l-!1$\il;i,:opy-o~i_2,@r:f,t.\}1,,~!t~-~t.!f!,1J~i~.J!;,.r:::;::,5 .. ~. :·· 
copy to any memliefbf the publfo asking for a copy. ff any subsection, sentence, clause, plirase;or word of this - -

· Order or any application of it to any person, structure, gathering, or circumstance is held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by a decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, then such decision will not affect the validity of 
the remaining portions or applications of this Order . 

. 10. All typical routes of ingress and egress (roads and streets, county roads, state and other •highways, Interstate 
highways) throughout Nueces County (including all of Nueces County's incorporated and unincorporated areas) 
shall remain open and accessible, except to the extent specifically limited by Section 2,ajii of this Order to Stay At 
Home. · · 

11. This OrderofCounty Judge Barbara Canales applies to all incorporated and unincorporated areas ofNueces County. 
To the extent of a conflict between decisions of Nueces County Judge Barbara Canales and a mayor of any city 

within the geographic boundaries ofNueces County, the decisions set forth in this Order prevail (to the fullest extent 
allowed by law pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 418.108(h). 

12. A violation of this Order to Stay At Home is a violation of the emergency management plans ofNueces County. A 
violation by any person of any provision of this Order to Stay At Home is punishable by a fine ofup to $500 per 
violation and separate day of violation, and additional amount as authorized by law. A second offense after warning 
in wJiic~ ipte_I!! !o com,mit all elel;!lents-ofan act pr9hibited he~ein is prov~n may rcs~lt inJtfi,rn,,ot;)!P. !o $1'.000 per 
violation or separate day of violation or up to 180 days in jail. • · . . · 

Date:_i-'----'-·;_,)._D__.__/ ~=--=•·. _ 

Nueces County Judge 
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EXHIBIT "A" 
,"""4-11_.,;,,.-:-::,.._-: ": _,_.....,..,._..,.,_!":!'> ... ,,.ii.::;::,i,,.., .. ,,_ . ..,,.,-.,~ ..• ~1~ . ~ --s." -"'.i~·•\.~::~ U.::✓.!')?"-1 .,,,_;-.,,:.~'!. ..... : •·_"1":+ .,..,.,'li:t,~,.""""'~i"-'i:ii-~, ... :J!,.,';,,,.,.•,<.-<.,.,;o" !J,::... .... ,-~-"'·"--·•-· .•:,:;:i:•~J, ~" <"c,< 't- 'l" ""'..et~"" .:. •:!' , .... ,, ... -. ··-~- .1.,c:~: .. ~-,>..- • .,:;.. 

Social Distancing and Travel Guidelines •· · · · · -

. ---·-··' 
1) Avoid traveling to other jurisdictions unless essential for work or health. 

2) Vulnerable Populations: Limit Outings 

';;~ ' ·-:, ,-.~-,: c_ .:=.. .J'.,~~~?-~v;;~~~}~!1~i~tlt;~,f:.i:~~:-~~!i, ;;.;_. --::;;,'lli';:",,--: :,::, ;oc- '"'.'"~~,,~~,.,,..~~~:;_ . . . -~ot.- ·;;, =-~ 
-People with certain health conditions such as heart disease, lung disease, diabetes, kidney disease 

and weakened immune systems. 
• For vulnerable populations, do not go to gatherings unless it is essential. Stay home. Avoid people who 

are sick. 

3) Workplace and Businesses: Minimize Exposure 
• Suspend nonessential employee travel 
• 'Ensure employees practice social distancing and do not work within six (6) feet of one another. 
• Urge essential employees to-stay home when they are sick and maximize flexibility in sick leave benefits. 
• Do not require a doctor's note for employees who are sick. 
• Maximize telecommuting options. 
• Persons who need to be at work to provide essential services of great benefit to the community must take 

steps in their workplace to minimize risk. 
4) Cancel Non-essential events 

• Cancel non-essential events. 
• Do not attend any events or gatherings if sick. 
• For events that aren't cancelled, we recommend: 

-Provide han_d washing; hand"sMitizers stations and make tissues available.-
-Frequently clean high-touch surface areas like counter tops and handrails. 
-Finding ways to implement social distancing. 

5) Schools Safety First 
• Do not have your child attend school if sick. 
• If you have a child with chronic health conditions, consult the child's doctor about school 

attendance. 
• Schools should equip all classrooms with hand sanitizers and tissues. 
• Recommend, rescheduling or cancelling events that are not essential. 
• Explore remote teaching and online options to continue learning. 
• Schools should develop a plan for citywide school closures, and families should prepare for further 

closures. 
6) Transit: Cleaning and Protection 

• Increase cleaning of vehicle and high touch surface areas. 
• Provide hand washing/hand sanitizers and tissues in stations and on vehicles. 
• Ensure social distancing practices are implemented to the full extent possible. 

7) Health Care Setting: Avoid as possible, protect the vulnerable. 
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• Long-term care facilities should have a COVID-19 plan in accordance with CDC or state guidelines. 
• Long-term care facilities should restrict all visitation except for certain compassionate care situations, such 

as end oflife situations. 
• The general public should avoid going to medical settings such as hospitals, nursing homes and long-term 

care facilities, even if you are not ill. 
• If you are ill, call your health care provider ahead of time, and you may be able to be served by phone. 
• Do not visit emergency rooms unless it is essential. 
• Follow guidance and directions of all facilities. 



8) Recommended Drive In religious services at places of worship 

• Social distancing ofcars is necessary, i.e. one car length apart 

9) Everyone: Do your part . 
The best way for all Nueces County residents to reduce their risk of getting sick, as with seasonal colds or the flu, 
still applies to prevent COVID-19: 

. __ . .. ...! . .Wash hands with soap and water for at least tw~nty (20) second~_ · , -·· __ ___ . _ _ 
~:~J<'("~~~"l_-:;:,',.,,,.~-~-:;;---~>+--~·•- :- '•~--~---~.,._~"'-- •• ~ •• ,~.----.. ~~~~~~ .. --,•---• --- •··• •• ••·•-•-=' •' ---· .:..- ~.-- ·cbugti or·snee'zifintci"your elbow o''fltfissife"; .'.i}.frow the tis·sue'iii tJr,:j-trti,,ir:'<,;.,,.-=.-"'"--'"-a--,=·~,.-sac .,,,,. ·· .. :· - .- -~ 

• Stay home if you are sick. · 
• Avoid touching your face. 
• Try alternatives to shaking hands, like an elbow bump or wave. 
• If you have recently returned from a country, state or region with ongoing COVID-19 infections, monitor 

your health and follow the instrnctions of public health officials and CDC guidelines. 
• There is no recommendation at this time to wear masks to prevent yourself from getting sick. 

You can also prepare for the disruption caused by an outbreak. Preparedness actions include: 
• Prepare to work from home if that is possible for your job, and your employer. 
• Make sure you have a supply of all essential medications for your family. 
• Prepare a childcare plan if you or a caregiver are sick. 
• Make arrangements about how your family will manage school closures. 
• Plan for how you can care for as sick family member without getting sick yourself. 
• Take care of each other and check in by phone with friends, family and neighbors that are vulnerable to 

serious illness or death if they get COVID-19. 
• Keep common spaces clean to help maintain a healthy environment for you and others. Frequently touched 

__ surfaces should be cleaned regularly with disinfecting sprays, wipes or _ _c,ommon household cleaning 
-:-:~-~'!~::.-_i,.._ • ·pi"Oducts; ·-·- · ::~:·.:::.~1-:=;.. · 
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